Intraocular cysts of toxoplasma gondii in patients with necrotizing retinitis following periocular/intraocular triamcinolone injection.
To report the detection of Toxoplasma gondii cysts in intraocular aspirates of patients with necrotizing retinitis following periocular/intraocular corticosteroid injection. Case report. Two patients (2 eyes) with widespread necrotizing retinitis in a steroid-exposed eye posed a diagnostic challenge and underwent pars plana vitrectomy (PPV). Intraocular samples (vitreous fluid, retinal tissue, and subretinal aspirate in case 1, and vitreous fluid in case 2) were subjected to cytological examination. The subretinal aspirate (case 1) revealed encysted bradyzoites of Toxoplasma gondii. Vitreous fluid (case 2) tested positive for anti-toxoplasma antibodies and the smear showed encysted forms of Toxoplasma gondii on cytology. CONCLUSION. Toxoplasma gondii cysts were detected in eyes with necrotizing retinitis that developed secondary to injudicious use of corticosteroids.